Mary Elizabeth Lease Eager
To Run for U. S. Senator Here

Kansas Stormy Petrel of Politics a
Resident of Brooklyn and Would

Succeed “Young

Jim"” Wadsworth

By F. L. llllmm

ARY ELIZABETH - LEABSE,

yea, the same Mary Niisa-

beth who back in the days of

the Farmers Alllance and Popullam

sdvised the farmerd of Kansas to

"ralse lena cofn und more hell” is a

receptive candidate for u seat In the

United States Senate from New York

Hor crop nowadays s limited to toma-

toss, but she declines o commit her-

wlf on her possible activities once the
eampalgn has opendd.

Mre. Lease wants |t understood that
ghe has consulted no women with re-
spect 1o her candidacy and doesn't in-
tend to do so. Bhe Intimates, indeed.
that the Indorsement of a feminine
body, as such, would not be warmly
weicomed. She proposes to run for
fenator not as & woman but as a
citisen and voter,

In the iate '80s Mary Elimabeth
Lease, blazing the way through the
Weatern wildernoss, asked fio quarter
because of the fact that nature had
made her & woman, nor did she give
any. The Anthonyw, the Btantons and
the Willards had sought to annex
women's organisations to politics, but
Mra, Lease played & man's game with
men and as a man, siriking a man’s
blows and winning a man's fights.

Nobody ocame to understand this
better than Lorenso D, Leweiling, the
first of all Popullst Gevernors, who,
sfter appointing her the first and only
woman president of a Btate board of
charitien, sought to remove her. She
stuck to her job and in doing It proved
herself the better man of the two,
though Lewelling refused to admit de-
feat until the State Bupreme Court
gave him the count,

“It's thls way, brother,” she sald the
other day. Mrs. Lease ocontinues to

speak the language of tho Methodist '

¢lass meeling, though her name is on
the rolls of §o church—the fervent
right hand of Tellowship language that
carried conviction when she was of
lnllalnng the horny handed sons of
oll.

“It's this way, brother. Some of the
finest men In this State pledged me
thelr support if 1 would only say the
word. I mam not at liberty to reveal
thelr names now and anyway the
term of Benator—Wadsworth's his
Bames, isn't it7—doeosn't expire for
three vears. I told them I was not
snxious to hold office, but that I would
cheerfully respond to aby call to ser-
vice which might come. 1 want to be
where I can do the most good.

Patriotism, Not Patrenage, Slegan.

“I shall be the candidate of no party.
I am independent in politics as in re-
liglon, I must be free to attack evil
In whatsosver gulse it appears. Be-
#ides, In these days of fulfiiment party
affiliations are being forgotten and
obedience to party leaders in refused
Men, aye, and woman too, are thinking
for themsalves.

“The Republican party belongs to
&nclent history. Unless the Demo-
Cratic party offers something higher
than mere party success as an lssue
it to0 will vanish, Patriotism, not
Patronage; principle, not pelf, is the
watchword of the hour, We are at
the period of reformation agd read-
justment, The worid is attalning to
higher ideals. The God in us is in
the ascendent” .

On a hot August night in 100§ Mre

Lanse, then the Kansas of Are,
the high priestess of ulimm, the
free miiver Minerva, bafore &
Sweltering, fremsied in Cooper
Unlon »1d uttered this !

“The discovery and gunpow-

mastars. The people are coming Inte
posseasion of thelr own.”

Mra. Lease sat knitting as she spoks,
knittiag socks for soldlera who are;
fighting In this hollest of all wars, the
war which, she confidently beliaves, is
to bring Iasting peace and eternal jus- |
tice to the people. Having heard her
In the old days out Weast when she wias
flaying the culprits who defendsd the
crime of ‘713 and smiting the Great
Red Dragon of Wall Street, the re-
porter was unpreparsd to find her en-
meged 4n thig essentially feminine oc-
cupation. The calm, peaceful atmos-
phere of her Brooklyn home seemed |
out of keeping—at the beginaing of
the interview.

Butch by stiteh she passed in review
those days on which ahe now looks
back with fear and reverence and com-
pared conditions then with those now
prevalling. If there was just the sus-
mestion of an “I toid you so™ attitude
a8 she talked no ons could hava dis-
puted the justice of her claim.

“The triumph of history Is the ulti-
mate supremgey of good, the final vin-
dication of right,” she sald. “In these
later days I have seen with gratifica-
tion that my work was not in wain.
Note the list of reforms for which we
plonser Populists fought and for which
we were maligned. ridiculed! ostra-
cised. Direct election of Benators,
portal savings banks, Government
rontrol of rel'lwayn. Tedera)! mupervi-
sion of corporations, the Initiative and
referendum, the Iniome taix, wWoman
suffrage-—yes. and prohibition, thamk
God! "

She checked them off plank after
plank. ©Only frea allver of the dn.
mands of the orrinal platform was |

omitted. |
“Brother. the timea are propitious, |

The seeds we sowed out in Kansas dld
not fall on barren ground. They have
been a long time in bearing fruit, yes,
but mature never does things In a
hurry. It is a long jJoumey from an
angleworm to a Shakespeare. Radical
changes come siowly.

“If the world had been true to the
SBermon on the Meount thers would
have been Bo war, But It was too

‘all the world. *“The man

intend her to be a family appendage
merely. Women began to realize that
they didn't have to alt at home all the
time, baking and spinning and sewing.
The consequence was that they started
to develep their individualities, to
make stronger personalities of them-
melves,

“Of course when women begun to
use thelr heads as well as their hands
the standpatters predicted a reaction,
but they were wrong, as they always
are. Your standpatter la forever for-
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The _Latest qutrait of Marshal Jottre]

ge ting that the chicken never reen-
terd itn ghall once it ls hatched: that
the butterfly never crawls back Into
the chrysalls ‘

“They uned to tell us that we should '
stay at home and darn the children's
stocki"ge. Well. my children never
ran around with hol*s In their knees
yet I manarged to find time to take my
place in my little world, 1 hav
ralsed & famlly of which 1 am proud
My children are all grown, a'l are
sraduntes of good schools, and here I
am now work!ng on stockings [for
othern,

“Woman has come to the polis on
an ox eart when she should have trav- |
ell*4 on a sixty mile an hour train
And all because worge of our |mdoni
were recreant to the trust imposed In |
tham. Thoy expinited their weaker |
their more confiding wisters for thelr
own personal gain. It followed ant—l
urally, then, that protestntion, denun-
clation, indignation, agitation all were |
vain. Our enfranchlsesment is now at |
hand. not because of the captaina we |
followed, but because of the eternal |
righteoubness of our causas Viectory
In in reach in spite of the professional |
suffragists.

“The United Btates iz being social-
ized, but no thanks to the Bocialist
party. While the social revolution is
bring ecarried on before their verv
eyes, the profsssional Socialists gas*
uncomprehending. Whi'le mighty
forcep are plunging humanity forward
townrd man irdustrial democracy and
univeral peace the authorlzed party
leadi rs with a stupldity thgt is n om-
pri bensible to balanoed mlods either
remain passlve or poteally Kirive ty

olsiract and \mpede ™

Husn't Chanued in Yenrs.
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t few T UK a5 Were
T ewlore Reose o'y, [ Sn=er and
Wowdros: Wi'son, 1 adm.red Raoose-

velt doupite the fact that his Progres-
tive party atole the Populist platform |
plank Ly plank, clause by clause, withe |
out casting even the falntest ehadwi
of & word of eredit.

“But to-day I'm against Roosevelt |
tooth and nail. This is no timesto
encourage the enemy by destructive |
eriticism, constant nagging of the |
men who are leading ua In the war. |
1 believed In Bulzer until his impeach- |
ment and the revelations which It |
produced. But I'm afrald Billly was
gullty, brother, I'm afrald he was
guilty.

“But Woodrow Wilson Is still my
ideal. He |s the greatest democrat In
without
virien shall perish,’ but Wilson hna
vitsion. True, he sometimes roverses
himeelf, but what Important peraonage
kas not* Why, even I, who, though
born !n Pennsylvania, thought myse!f
a port of the very hreath of the Kan-
rar pralre. even [ have become an
unrererente Now Yorker.!

At "1 My, Teave 's one of the s'nff
nf ‘e achoo! ‘octnrers In Brook-
e j senyie dhe oxvcts to continue |

t Tenst uptil 1921 when  Secpator !

suarth's t'rm expire= T lec-
y'ur's on “Tenny on.  the !"rophet
Poet,” and “"Brown'ng, the Psycho.

logical” but conslders “Why America
Entered the War” her best discourse,

Possible political opponents might
do well to take notice that her name in
not and never was Mary Ellen, where-
fore It Is a conslderable mtretch, just
as it wan In 'B8 and '00, to call her
“Molly Yellin'." But her oratory, it|
fs to be mmsumed from her conversa- |
tiom, {8 just as it was when a Weatern
writer described It:' A medley of hot
winds and cold chille, Itallan zephyra
and brickbats; a scrap from the Ser-
mon on the Mount fluttering on the
brink of Hades and blown back by a
breath as moft as ever cooled an In-
fant's fevered brow."

T <

-, -

4 1
H

A A
4
!
Y

— e

T ls LK Ik

rooms of the
Club is the
of Marshal
Tkis work is
proudest pos-
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sessions. The Rocky Mountain
Club is best remembered by the
public as the orgeaization which
raived a six fgure building found
to have a kome of its own and

then turned the money over for
starving Belgian women and
childree., The Jcfire portrait,
kowever, eventually will have a
prominent place in a clubhouse to
be built after the war.

P

vizsed Me oath for physicinns did
not dream of molern alvertising,
but according to the ethics ot the pro-
fesstlon, us now construcd, he effec-
tually pat 4 ban on all sell-glorifica-
ton by mesna of the printed word.
For generationa the quack has boen
detecte) by his own podl.oity, but 't
has now come to llikht that even th
an.lents may be circumvented—ethl-
cally.
oaty only Afty cents In New York
to put an extra name in the telephon. |
directory, hence this story. There's o |
fashionable doctor named Smith (let
us sy, becauss it lan't) and his first
name ls Leo. 1ia address in —— Park |
Avenue and hls phone number 13 Plaz. |
Up-te-ump-three-four,
You wet the word from o friend that |
“Bmith is a good doctor,” aml a spe- |
clalist in fashionable “itis of the day.”
You know he lives in Park avenue and
you want him. You look up Smith— |
there |s the number. You suspect a
mistako and look up Bmyth—and there
he is, with the same number, \‘ou'r
think it odd two men of the same

Obﬂ' HIPPOCRATES when he de-|
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From Here

look up Smythe, and thore is the same
number gpain, Once more, 1o be wure,
you turn te fehmiat and find the same

N r ngkEn nd then yau do not
ook, ut Schanid wad Schmite nnd
S.hmit to verlly your galeuiations, hut
Vi the cver present ndvertise-
ment thet codt the carnest follow.r of
Hippo. rates loss than 83

CATONTY T BAKTR Director
s niendod

bt the  evnte, nlokels and
Tmes oarded In children’s toy bunks
e Invested In thrilt and war ssvings
stampsa. Theroe fs o dunl purpose in
the suggestlon. The money invesied
and druwing Interest ls of far more
value to the child than in & bank at
home nnd the investment of the money
relvsses small owins  for o cironlation.
Mr. Buker gays:

“Milllonz and miilions of dollavs in
tho&e minoer ¢olns are now idle in oy
banks, coin savers and other small
receptacles, used chiefly by children in
accumulating savinge The saving of
amall colns 18 u thr.fty habit, by no
meana reprehensible, Lut a truer
method of accomplishing thrift. and at

name have tha same address and you (the same utme alding the Unlted

U S SOLDIERS AS LUMBERMEN

= FTORTS of the United States to
."—‘ rush the production of alr-
o planes have taken an unusual
turn in getting the raw material, due
to the 1. W. W, labor troubles ip the
Northweat. The army has organized
& squadron of the Aviation Corps Into
a lumber crew, Ia bullding a great mill
covering two acres at Vancouver Bar-
racks, Washington State, and will
comb the foreil reserves for suitable
spruce to be cut up for alrplans struta.

The work of buliding the cut up miil
was told of entertalningly in the last

Squadron, Aviation Corps, Bergt
Marion writes:

“The actlvities of the 40lst Bquad-
olobely lnked with the
the Government cut up
write o:hlho 401st It is
neceasary to write of the cut up plant,
site of the former polo fleld,
srounds and just
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up plant. The purpose for which they
are being bulit is to handle the spruce
being cut for airplane construction and
reduce It to sultable sizes.

“The work Is belng done by the
spruce production division of Lhe avia-
tion section of the Bignal Corps, which
Is In itself an innovatio The work
is being officered by Col. Disque and
staff, with headquarters In Portand,
although directed by H. 8. Mitchell of
Vancouver and his two wons, civillans.
Except for a limited number of civii-
lan millwrights, the Lulk of the labor
employed is drawn from the mnks of

the soldlers of the spruce production

! | division.

“The size of the undertaking may
be realized from the fact that the mill |
proper covers over two acres, and
that over one and a half milllon feet
of lumber s belng used in s con-
struction. The report Is that the mill
is to have a capacity of 10,000,000 fect
of lumber & month, working three
shifts,

“Ground was broken for the founda-
tlon Decomber 15, and already the ma-
chinery Is In process of Installation
and the roof nearly completed. This

headway has been made despito many
Aiflcuities, of which the bad weather
wiis the principal one.

*Of its work at the cut wp plant, or
rather ‘the mill,' a= it Is known among
the men, the 401st feels Justly proud.
From the start the men of the 401st
have been working at Its bullding.
From mixing concretes for the founda-
tion to ralsing rafters for the roof,
they have been In the majority among
those giving @ hand Desplie the
chances of redeiving army pay for
clivillan work, despite Bumdny work
and despite the mud and the rain, the
men of the 4018t have worked stead-
lly for the common cause—to make
the work. a success, (o insure Lhe get-
ting of spruce with which to build
nirplanes to put out the Kalser's eyes.

“Men of all ranks, from the east and
from the west of thix vast countrvy, of
all nationalitier (but at heart all loyal
Americans) have come here—volun-
teered for this service to do our best
We would be maasured by no other
standard than by the work we have

(done et the cut up plunt, and shall

always strive to hold that standard
and to Improve on It"

Part of the
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big mill at\Vancouver. barracks.
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Btates Government has been provided

through the lssuance of war savings

vertificates nnd war s:vinegs SLAMPS.
HThe pa<apes of the war revenue act

|
]

Wee Brouzht o tremendeg:ly Inrreased
eiand  for small coins specially
enniea  The United Statea minty are
“orking twenty-four hours a day and

Suandays n an offort to =unn'y the de

mand, Enough small colns shou'l he

sqiken out of the tay bupks of the
puntry to relieve the present =trin-
ney of this form of muney.”

If there s one place mote & sirahle
than another In whieh to sow the
soeds of thrift, it fs In the minds of
the children. ¥very $£4.12 of these
savings can be set to work earning 4
per cent. interest compounded quar-
terly by the purchase of war ssvings

rlamps.
| N official bulletin  received re-
A cently by the Philadelphia
o Hourse from the Parls Chamber
of Commerce shows that §,000,000
more tons of coul were mined In
France in 1917 than in 1916, a surplus
that promizes a speeding up of .auni-
tione for Ituly, Most of the increased
production was in southern France
within a short haul of Italy. At the
same tme the Pas-de-Calals fields, a
part of which are In German handas

and the remainder within range of
cnemy guns, showed a noteworthy
galn,

Commenting upon the year's galn In
coal mining, the bulletin says that in
¥pite of the dificulties caumed by the
occupation of German troops of s%ve
eral Important centrea the monthly
output rose In A year from 1,771,768
tons to 2,410,039 tons, or 38 per cent.
It ndds:

“Each of the coal flelds has taken (ts
part in the common effort. The Pas-
de-Calais mines have increased thelr
cutput by 600,000 tons a month since
May 1, 1817, The Loire coal fields
yvielded about 400,000 tons more than
the previous year, In the Gard fields
the Increase exceeds 33 per cent,

ESPITE the fact that there are
more restauranta downtown
than In any other section In

New York, it Is not uncommon to sce
persona standing Iin restaurants In the
noon rush hour waiting for seats. But
there in one way to avold the rush and
it Is being used to advantage by many.

Vractically every clerk, slénog-
rapher, secretary, telephone operator
and messenger has his or her luncheon
between 12 and 2. The Invasion of the
downtown restaurants by B great army
of workers has made it uncomfortable
for many persons who don't like to be
shoved or walt for seats, As a resul!
A little group of thoughtful persons
hasa hit upon the idea of having lunch-
von beginning at 11:30.

In a restaurant in the Anancial dis-
trict thia little group meets every fore-
noon, except Hundays and holldays. An
observer who saw about twenty per-
sona there thought It unusual and ven-
tured |I© to And out.

“You see,” sald one of them between
bites, "It is thisn way. The population
| of the Anancial dlstrict has Increased

considerably In the last few years.
Proportionately, the Increase In the
number of restaurants has not kep!
pace with the increase of workers and
congestion has resulted. Just imagine
o hungry mob of thousands invading
the induflicient number of restauranta
at one time. Do you nee all these peo-
ple hore now? Well, they belong to
this early lunch club. They put their
‘heads together and decided to avold
the rush.”

1
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#aloon in Arkansas City, which Mr.
| Bassett suddenly rhattered by asking
' this question, had besn ao long con-
"tinusd that he had evidently found It
| monotonous, Not merely throughout
| the day mentioned but for several days
! and nights previous to that he had sat
|in the matoon with the old man and
| three others of his associates walting |
| for something to happen, but no. !

Joe Bassett Hears

About His Brother

Old Man Greenlaw's Story of Green-
ville Enlivens Otherwise Dull
Day in the Poker Saloon

By DAVID A. CURTIS.
A8 yo' all 'quainted with my
W brother Pete what runned
away 'm hum, some'res over
Into Missisalppl, afo' I growed up?

nsked Joe Dawsett ono day,
The allence in old man Greenlaw's

|
No doings of any deacription had |

[ disturbed the placid succeasion of the |

loura. Not even conversation had
hoen attemptead by any one. At Ir-|

'r; sular intervals but not frequently
| they had partaken of the old man's, nachully I never sald nothin’, net
| whiskey, but It wae In a purely per-
{ functory way, no one seeming to have | up with the ghastly detalls, not
| #mbition enough to stir up convivial- | 'thouten yo' was to aat fo' 'em. But o'
| Ity, and for the rest they had con-i
j “nmned thelr tobacco, each after his
i prterred fashlon, with hardly a look, | hesitant about lacerating Mr. Bassett's

much leas a word, to any of the others, '
And Mr. Bassett had begun to cn\m!
excitement.

There wore times when [t wa® easy

10 get excited In Arkansas City, but | well be now as any time.”

this was not such a time., No Rtrang- |
educed to the necesalty of trying to |
tart something with such trllteri:li

a he had at hand. |

Obviously the most promising ex-
pedient was to get the old man to
taik. Usually this was the last thing

© Bussott or any of the others de-
ired, but it was no time to be too par-
Goular. Talk would at least break the !
wnotony, and It wus fatally easy to
et the old man to tulk.

Moreover, when he taiked it was
i ually easy to provoke at least verbal
drife. Accordingly Mr. Bassett had
idressed his question directly to the
14 man, ignoring the presence of Mr. !
Winterbottom, Mr. Blalsdell and Mr.
Pearaall,

As for those three gentlemen it is
not too much to say§that they were
painfully murprised by Mr. Bassett's
act. They knew that he knew that
nothing could mop the old man from
teliing some wmort of story on #uch
provocation as Mr. Hassett had given,
and they shuddered at the preapect.

Far better in their eastimation would
it have been t0 endure the moanotony
Indefinitely than to set the old man's
mouth going. Mr. Dassett had spilled
the heans, however, and they realised
the futility of protest. They looked
ut him indignantly and, reproachfully

WOorst,

The old tnan,
up immediately,

They was a man called hissell Pets
Bassctt,” he sald, “but 1 never knowed
nathin' ‘'bout his fambly r'lations
Mebte he was him."

‘Mo ‘'m lkely." mald Mr
nodding encour-gingly.

“Well, "¢’ co'se, I dunno whether
twin or not,” sald the oild man, "but
hein' ‘s the name (s the snme T reckon
twiag. Anyways he done come to
Greenville long about the time 1
bought out the tavern thare an' set up
In business fo’ my ownesell."

“Yo' mought '&' knowed it!" ex-
claimed Mr. Pearsall with a look of
concantrated fury at Mr. Bassett, and
forthwith he went away from there.
Mr. Pearsall was [ntolerant to a de-
gres of any mention of Greenville.
e had married a lady from there,

“This yeor I'ete Basmsett,” contlnued
the old man, taking mo notice of Mr.
Pearsall’s rudeness, “sho’ was a most
r'markable man i{n mo' ways ™n one.
First off he dldn't never have nothin'
tn say "bout nobody blongin' to him,
nor not "hout his paxt life nor nothin'.”

“Mo' 'n lkely he wouldn't,” sald
Bamsett darkly.

“80 that was it, hey?" satd the old
man. “Well, I al'ays reckoned what
they was somepin’' d'sgraceful "bout it,
but o' eo'sa "twa'n't none o' my bum-
ress. Done rode In town a hosshack,
an' T al'ays had my own ldee ‘bout
that hoss, but ‘twa'n’t my hoss an' L
couldn’t say nothin', Kyind o' 'lieves
my mind, though, to find out a'ter all
thesa yoars what 1 was right.

“l mays to Deacon Potter when he
done bought the homs offen thls yer
Bassett man, what he'd ought fo' to
ko slow, seeln’ the rightful owner was
liable fo' to show up any time, bhut the
Deacon saye what he reckons he'll
take n chanst, beln® "® he mgot him
cheap an’ don't 'ntend fo' to keep him
his ownself nohow, Used to buy up
hosses fo' the New Orleans market an'
ship 'em down the river.

“He done got ahut o' this un that
awny, an' they wa'n't never nothin'
mo* knowed. They was a planter f'm
some'res nigh the river done come to
the tavern a few days later what was
c'nuld’'able het up 'long o' havin' his
maddle hoss stole offen him, but this
Bassctt person wa'n’t nowheres ‘round
at the time, an' the Deacon he couldn’t
give no info'mation. so the planter, I
disremember his name but he was a
‘vi'lent looking man, he done Looken
a few drinks an’ went away.

“Just nachully 1 didn't say nothin'.
He wa'n't no reg'lar customer an' the
Deacon wae. An' Bassett had done
gave slgns o' beln' some free with his
muoney when he bad It

“Come to think en it they was p'ints
o' r'semblance betwixt him an' yo'
‘Pears llks it's some ocurfous what 1
never thunk om It afo’, but he must
'a’ bean yo' brother,

“He wa'n't no alch fAghtin’ man as
yo' all, but he was willin' enough. An'
ha played a tol'able good game o' poker
too, but o' co'se they wa'n't no sich
‘dvantages "bout bein' learned the fine
p'ints &s thoy ls In Arkanssa City, an’
just nachully he wa'ns't what mought
be called & expert. They was snough
poker played in Greenville them days,
but ‘twas mo' of a fambly game, like.

“Anyways Pete Baseetl, he dune
settled down into Greenville soon am
he done d'sposed of his hnes, an' havin'
the p he done made hlssslf to
hum ‘round the tavern, Juwst nachully

however, brightened

Bassett,

tol'able good drinker an' free with his
money, like T sald, an' ‘twa'n't long
afo' he done got a chanat fo' to st in
at the game In the back room.

“H edone tolable weall at It too, fo’ &
spell, "Peared like that was the trouble
with him. Them that does tol'able well
At poker Is like them that does tol'able
woll at ‘most anythin' elee.
don't never 'mount ta a hellova lot.

* 'ears like hell must be plumb full
o' them what's did tol'abls well. They's
al'ays & heap o' others what doss
tol'able well too, so they don't none on
‘'em never git ahead none to speak of.
That was what Pete Basnsett done. Is
yo' all aho' he wan yo' brother?"

"1 never knowed nobody else name
o' Pete Bassstt, nor they ain't no other
fambly o' Bassetts in thia section, 's
fur 's I knows,” replied Mr. Joe Bas-
aett gravely. _

“l al'ays s'picioned of it." sald the
old man, “but o' co'se 1 dldn't had no
means o' knowin' positive, him not
sayin' nothin’, an® yo' all not never
makin' no ‘quiries afo’, an' just

wantin’ to be the one to harry yo' all
co'se now yo' done ast——" and he
paused with a questioning leok as If
feellnge.

“Do yo' dam'dest.” said Mr. Bassett
epcouragingly. "I al'ays knowed I'd
know the wuat eventual, Mought as

“Well, 'tain’t no fault o' mines, him

'¢rs were in town, and Mr. Bassett was | comin® to the kyind of & eend he 4,

sald the old man. *I never let him
have no llquor, not ‘thouten he had
the price, mo' apecial when I seen he
whs drinkin’ hisself to death, what he
would 'a’ did ondoubted If it hadn't "a’
been fo' him hurryin’ things up wifRk
indiscretions like."

“Pote al'ays was hasty,” sald Mr.
Bassett as one who acknowledges a
regrettable faot,

“That's just it'" sald the old man.
"He was hasty. 'Peared !1ke he wa'n't
never c'ntanted fo' to let things take
nachul ca'se. If he was settin' |nto &
mame an' waa to git n hand what he
didn't had no show o' winnin' the pot
legitimate, mo’ 'n likely he'd ondertake
to bluff "thouten havin’ the right idee
o' when a bluff was llable fo' to go
through succesaful., Played hell with
his game.

“But that wa'n't the wust of it
'Pearn like he done had the right idee
o' one thing into the game an' he
mought 'a’ did amazin’ well If it hadn't
‘a’ been fo' his onfort'nit habit o' bein*
in to6 much of a hurry. They was the
eloments of & player into him, but he
didn't had no patience. Other wayx
that one right idee o' Lls'n 'd ‘a’ beeW
liable fo' to make him rich an' re-
spectable afe’ he died, but no.

“He done got that idee 'm me. I

und then resigned themselves to the | says to him one day, '‘Pete, T says,

‘yo' all plays to'able geod game, on'v
fo' bluffin’ too frequent, but they ain‘'t
nothin' in that. Anybody ¢'n play a
tol'able good game. Thing to do,' I
snys, ‘ls to atudy the deal mo'. The
mun what c'n deal 'em the way he
waonts ‘em in the one ‘Il win'

“Well, he studies on thiz n spell an'
'penrn like he mees a gre't white light
ahead. He was right 'ntelligent 'bout
rome things, but lawless like an' hasty,
1lke T done sald. But when he seen
the idee he 'peared to cotton to it Im-
mejit, an' he says he's gwige to try
it. An' he buye a new deck to practice
with an' goes off home to learn hiasell
how to deal,

“Well, o' co'se he'd ought o' to
knowed what that wa'n't a thing cd
be did in A week, or u month. A man
Is got to work at it steady fo' a hellova
while afo' he e'n "xpect (o git away
with it, not If them he'a playin' with
ain't stone hlind.

*But what does this here Pete Bas-
sett do? ‘Stead o' p'parin’ hissslf flret
off, llke he'd ought, he goes off half
cocked, 'Twa'n't mo' 'n three days later
afo' he comes bacl to the tavern an’
sets in at the game same 's usual,
but a cock-a-whoap alr onto him Uke
he was lookin' fo' to give the party
o'nsid’'able of o #'prise, which ha aho’
done, on'y he 'peared to he mo’ s'prised
'n they was afo’ the p'ceedin’s was
over,

"Deacon Potter was into the game.
an’ 0 was Buck Masters, an' anythin’
they was diddin’ at the table whit one
o' them two dido’t see t'other one did
ev'ry time. They was playin' a tol'able
stf game, too, an' just nachully they
wius watchin' things clos'tar 'n over,
an’ this yer brother o' yo'n bein' a
o'mparative stranger, just mnachully
they was payin' p'tic'lar ‘tention to
him.

“Even at that it mouglht nol 'a’ been
8o bad if he'd 'a’ went mo' slow lke,
but the very Arat timo L comes Mhiw
deal he marted in,

“f never seen a mo' ambitious affe’
did by nobody nowhercs, 'Peared ke
he must 'a’ reckonad on cleanin' out
the crowd at one awoop, Buck Mas-
ters helt fo' acex afo’ the draw, an' the
Deacon had fo' kings. An' when they
looked ut this Busaett person's hand
Inter on they esen he lLad a straight
Auni

"But they didn't noliody walt fe
nvestigata that till s'terwards, WFiret
off the Deacon pulled a derringer an'
entared his protest right through Bas-
sotl's [yce, an' Buck Masters wa'at
mo' n two winks later with & revolver,
o when I come in all ‘s I o'd do was
to lift his head an' listen to bis lust
words.

“He didn't had stren'th fo may a
heap, but he done ¢ol' me fo' to r'mem-
ber him to yo' all, case [ was to meet
up with yo' an’ yo' was to as’t me, It's
al'ays kyind o' preyved onto my mind,
but o' co'se 1 couldn't say nothin' Uil
yo' all done broke the subjec’.

“They wa'n't quite monsy enough In

his wad fo' to bury him llke I knowed
yo' all 'd want It 4id, so I put up the
balance. 'Long with Int'rest it's Bout
$50, but yo' all c'n settle that any time
it'n ¢'nvenient.”
“I will,” =ald Joe Rassstt with tho
alr of one who has heard enough, and
he rose from his chalr and went out-
alde.

He had not gono jar when Mr, Jeke
Winterbottom overtook him.

“I never knowed yo' all had &
brother, Joe." sald Mr. Wiuterbotion:.

“1 never knowed it my owneelf till

1 .du;ln‘l hag no 'bjections, him bein' o

4

now,” said AMr, Bassetl -’




